Lil’ Choo-Choo Johnson Bluesman is Both Engaging and Educational
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Only the most gifted authors have the ability to craft historical fiction in which the fiction is nearly indistinguishable from fact.  With his debut novel, Lil’ Choo-Choo Johnson, Bluesman, Bryan Krull weaves a tale so vivid, that the historical elements surrounding Earl “Lil’ Choo-Choo” Johnson mesh effortlessly into the fabric of his life story.  The benefit of this style for the reader is that it creates a book that is equally as engaging as it is educational. 

Krull first introduces us to Earl Johnson at the age of 10, while he is living with his family on a farm in backwoods Mississippi. It is Earl’s uncle Houndtooth that turns the child on to the wonders of music when he comes to visit.  Even though Houndtooth has a reputation for being a louse, he secretly teaches Earl to play guitar.  Earl’s passion for music grows, something his father notices and nurtures, by gifting the boy his old guitar and placing Earl in the care of his uncle. 

From here on, Earl’s life becomes an exciting journey through the American South and the world of blues music.  As a boy he passes into the care of Big Choo-Choo, a drifter and musician, who is a vital influence on his style and from whom he derives his nickname, “Lil’ Choo-Choo.”  Under the watchful eyes of other blues artists, however, he comes into his own as a performer, branching out and establishing his own approach.  Throughout his life, Earl encounters a number of obstacles that almost keep him from his music.  His ability to overcome those setbacks and the length of his career is inspiring to anyone who aspires to live their passion though. 

During his travels, “Lil’ Choo-Choo” encounters a colorful group of real-life personas that he plays the blues with and befriends.  Krull writes these relationships believably because it’s clear he thoroughly researched these men.  Musicians like Charley Patton and Howlin’ Wolf are written so that they carry the same physical traits and biographical elements as the real men. 

Krull’s most effective literary device is his use of song lyrics in his story.  As a reader you get to see the words to Earl’s songs, in the context of the events they happen in, which not only allows you to understand them better, but also to connect more with him on an emotional level as a character.

Whether you are a blues aficionado looking for something to read on your favorite subject, or you’re a neophyte like I was when I first picked up the book, you should definitely give “Lil’ Choo-Choo Johnson, Bluesman” a read.  You’ll find a fascinating story that simultaneously hooks you and teaches you a great deal about the history of blues.     

Lil' Choo-Choo Johnson, Bluesman is available for purchase from Amazon and Barnes & Noble.  You can find out more information about the author Bryan Krull by visiting www.bryankrull.com. 
